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Freshwater ecosystems cover <1% of the planet but provide some of the most important 
ecosystem services. Freshwater populations are declining faster than terrestrial or marine1,2

and yet these systems receive less conservation investments than other ecosystems3.

1: Dudgeon et al. 2006. 2: Collen et al. 2014. 3: Darwall et al. 2011. 
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Merced CA, 2023, Credit: Andrew Innerarity CADWR



Global freshwater 

species are going 

extinct twice as fast 

as land or ocean 

species.

Catawba River, South Carolina | Photo by Nancy Pierce



Photo by Jolene Nenibah Yazzie



Where are we 
going?
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West River, Connecticut | Photo by Frank Slack
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