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•Who is WEO?

•Why Signs?

•How to Make Signs

•How to Make Better Signs

What Are We Talking About Today?



Who is WEO?

Danielle 
Wynne

Chris 
Mueller

Dionna 
Bucci

Eric 
Collins



Where are WE(O)?

• Fairfax County, VA
• Land area of approximately 

400-square-miles

• Population of >1.2 million 
residents

• 30 watersheds, >800 miles of 
streams



Where are WE(O)?



How is Fairfax County Helping our Watersheds?

Structural Non-Structural 



Why Signs? 
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What Did They Do To My Stream?
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“Why did 
they leave 
those trees? 
It looks 
ugly.”



Stream Restoration Techniques
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How to Make Signs: Site Walk
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Identified Locations

12



How to Make Signs
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Science is the blend 
of logic and 
imagination. 



How to Make Better Signs
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• We should rewrite these signs 
with more interpretive language. 

• NAI defines interpretation as "a 
purposeful approach to 
communication that facilitates 
meaningful, relevant, and inclusive 
experiences that deepen 
understanding, broaden 
perspectives, and inspire 
engagement with the world 
around us."

Tammy Schwab – Outreach and Education 
Manager, Fairfax County Park Authority 



Rewrite!
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• Signs should have a REASON

• Signs should have supporting information on WHY this is important

• So what??

• To make someone care about the thing, you need to connect your reader 
to tangibles, intangibles, and universals

Theme Statement: The rocks (tangible) of Yosemite tell many 
stories of beauty, danger, and mystery (intangible).

Yosemite has many different types of rocks
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Now What? Instillation!
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Placement is Important
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Audio Options - DEI 
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QR Codes
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Dynamic QC codes can tell us:

•How many people scan the QR Code
•When did they scan it
•Where did they scan it
•Which device did they use to scan the QR 
Code
•Which browser did they use to see the 
encoded content
•What is the operating system of the device



What Did They Do To My Stream?

28

“Wow! Look 
at those 
snags.”



Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

For additional information, please contact

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/stormwater

A Fairfax County, VA, publication
Watershed Education and Outreach  |  Stormwater Management
Department of Public Works and Environmental Services
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/stormwater

To request this document in an alternate format, call 703-324-5500, TTY 711.

WE(O) Would Like To Thank You For Your Time Today!
watersheds@fairfaxcounty.gov 
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